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Comsurrree-Room, Austin, Jan. 1, 1842. 


To the Hon K L. ANDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives . 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the bill to ba c5 
ütled “An Act to establish a umform system of Weights end 
Measures,” after considermg the same, respectfully make the fol- 
lowing report s ; 

Convinced of the importance of establishing a system of weights 
and measures for the Republic of Texas, which shall be simple 
and uniform, the Committee have given tbe subject that patient 
reflection which it so justly ments. Nothing, perhaps, facilitates 
commercial intercourse between the different nations of the earth 
more than a permanent system of weights and measures, which 
ig easıly understood by all classes of persons. As crvilization ad- 
vances, and the human mind becomes more exponded and en- 
hghtened, we must expect to sez almost everything around us 
altered and improved. The spint of change is necessary to 1m- 
provement, and, without ut, the dark clouds of ignorance and su- 
perstition which’ hithe over the human mind during the middie 
ages, would neyer;have been dispelled, and there never could 
have teen any amelioration cf the condition of mankind, physte- 
ally, morally or intellectualiy. The legislotors of the most pow- 
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subject now 
Dunng the: d the confusion which 


was produ versity of rew and meavires in the 
different provinces and to overcome the prel esegue 1 cople 
for the parNcuiar ouster at angui respective doervts the ancient 
provinces were abolished Prance was divided into Je Parra nts, 
anc a tnpa siston ob weit and measares vias ostablshed 
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The same process is applied to all other measures The units 
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are -- Ist, of syuare measure, the are, (100 square meters), 2d. of 
soi lon conre the sey oue cubice meter}, 3d, of measures of 
erona tne eeter cone enbe dece-meter); 4th, of weight, the 
So ose enbty centnm o distilled water.) 
PAY bs et, which went into operation 1st 
i bot dard weehis and measures of London 
i. E eVet and measures throughont the realm, 
Pos , 4 fous real Systert lt we take a pendulum, 
xv i i ~ ondsin the latitude af London, ona level 
er aad divide that gag thereot winely hes 
ae ~ty peo and the centre of oscillation into 
pos Henv LIOUN) of those parts be au mpe- 
poorer y pow dtaimy sinanebes on? yard) The metal must he at 
n2? o baa chierts thermometer ‘This yard is denommated the 
Dav wat Nanded Yard and all other ineastires of lineal exe 
tensto a mist tm computed thereby Divde the wewht of a eubié 
prvtpoabas ob war at oD Pobe hems mto 252,458 equal 
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62 focar raetth werd tae barometer at 3@anches, is declared to 
© te daw Naelard Galla The standard galien is useà 
erwan borab udal sorts otlipuds as well as tor dry mes- 
sare Teas is ebe ded improvement upon the old system.— 
Coah erim ime, ts! potategs, frun. &. . are sold by heaped 
pocap deo das Ue tam of a cone, the sumnut of tke cone 
~ 4 + trove the level of the base the outside of the 
Ppa tte eta ateoa, ca the tase ot such cone Other goods 
wy it ost, vero posure are to be stricken with a round, straight 
Poot the svn diameter irm end to end. The other weights 
and measures be or the same proportion to the impertal standard 
wets aed amo osna Whack they bore to the corresponding 
wagu orlan ie ties before the (ct of Unitornuty 
iris O be regretted that any distinction was made between a 
pound troy aiel a poucd avoirdupois. A pound should be a 
pound to the yeweuer the blacksmith, the farmer, the merchant 
and the min of science. To have two different pounds in the 
same conntry 1s to create confusion and complexity, and is un- 
worthy the intelligence of the mneteenth century è 
The English system is not so regular. so simple. or so philo- 
~ophical as tnat ot France The length of a pendulum whieh 
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vibrates seconds differs ın the different parallels of latitude. Tha 
distance from the equator to the poles will remain the samo 
unal the Larth itselfshall assume a different form The French 
me tical s, stem, then, must be eternal as the globe which we ia- 
hout 

With these views, the Committee will not hesitate to recom- 
mend te French Decimal System as the basis of a system of 
werchis and measures for the Republic of Texas Aware of the 
tondas swith which we cling to names to which we have bean 
accustomed from our earliest intancy, the Comnuttee feel satisfied 
that it would be better to retun as tar as possible our own names, 
and make a slight alteration in quanuty than to introduce a no- 
menciature entirely new This can be done without difficulty, 
and, as the Committee believe without any perceptible incon- 
venience The Committee have thought .t best to introduce the 
French system in the subsutute in order to extubit, at a glance, 
the quantity of the du rent werchs and measures of the Repub- 
he of Texes The Preneh ate, os tahen tor the standard yard 
of Texas ~ 15 the bans of linear measure, and all other weights 
and measures are regulated there by 

The Comnuttee, theretore, respectfiiliy report to the House a 
substitute for the bill, and recommend its passage 

JON W DANCY, 
Chairman of Seleit Committee, 


